
Lets scoot back in time!

Clean Air Day 



Did you know that June 

20 is Clean Air Day?

This would be a good 

day to read our new 

story book to learn 

more about the 

history of air 

pollution and how we 

can help to reduce it.



Is air pollution a new problem?

No, we have been making our air dirty since we 

discovered how to burn wood to make fires.

In the stone age, some 10,000 years ago, cavemen 

breathed in smoke from wood fires in their caves.

Egyptian mummies have been found to have 

blackened lungs from breathing in soot.

Roman writers described how smoke from cooking  

produced poisonous fumes inside their homes.



Did burning coal make the air 

cleaner than using wood?

No, worse!!!

In the 1200s: London ran out of trees to burn, so people switched to 

burning coal, which made the air even dirtier. People started to notice 

how the smoke made them feel unwell.

In 1306: King Edward I banned the burning of coal by threatening 

huge fines and then even the death penalty. But people had no other 

source of fuel and kept using coal.

In the 1690s: King William III preferred to live in Hampton Court as 

his asthma was made worse by the polluted air in the city of London. 



Did things get any better in 

the nineteenth century?

No, they got even worse!!

In the 1800s the industrial revolution saw a 

massive increase in the use of coal. The air in cities 

was filled with thick, black smoke and buildings 

blackened with soot from the factory chimneys and 

other industry.  

At the end of this century lung diseases caused by 

air pollution were Britain’s biggest killer.



What was the 
Great London Smog?

On a particularly cold and foggy night in December 1952 

London residents lit their coal fires to keep warm.

The coal smoke and thick fog mixed to create ‘smog’. 

Many suffered from breathing problems and around 

4,000 people died. 

This led to the 1956 and 1968 Clean Air Acts which 

banned black smoke and made residents in towns and 

cities and factories use smokeless fuel. 



Is air pollution still a problem 

today?

Yes,  we now have a new problem – road traffic!

In 1886 Karl Benz invented the first car which ran on petrol 
made from oil. 

In the 1900s the number of cars greatly increased and by 
the 1980s the pollution from cars exhausts was quickly 
rising. 

Today, our cars are cleaner, but in the UK we have more 
than 30 million cars on our roads!



What pollution do we breathe 

today and how can it affect us?

Breathing high levels of air pollution is bad for our lungs 

and heart. It is especially harmful for the young and old 

people and for people with breathing problems. Air 

pollution contains

• bad gases like nitrogen dioxide and carbon monoxide.

• dust made of soot such as black carbon and heavy 

metals, so tiny that they cannot be seen.



How can we breathe cleaner air? 

Cycle, walk or scoot rather 

than sit in a car  - you’ll 

breathe cleaner air! 

The levels of air pollution 

that you breathe when 

sitting inside a car in a 

traffic jam can be much 

higher than those being 

breathed by people walking 

nearby!

We need to 

remind drivers to 

switch off their 

engines when 

waiting in their 

cars



What can we do if we need to drive 

somewhere?

Why not give someone else a lift?

Park & Stride or

Scoot from the Boot

Remind drivers to switch off their 

engines whenever possible



What else can we do to 
keep ourselves healthy?

Choose quiet 

routes, away from 

busy traffic to 

breathe cleaner air



What can we do on the school run 

to help to keep our air clean?

Leave our cars at home and walk, cycle or 

scoot to school! 

Why not dust off your scooters and help 

your school to win the 

2019 Clean Air Scooter Challenge?



Would you like to try the 
Clean Air Scooter Challenge?

The Clean Air 

Scooter Challenge 

is running from

24 – 28 June, 

following on from 

Clean Air Day



We want as many people as 

possible to scoot to school that 

week – parents too! - and you 

could win some amazing prizes!

CLICK ON ME (AMBER) and 

watch our short film to tell you 

what’s up for grabs this year …

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tk8t3ZY-q5_LapPm5JlQruj0FV1NTUUL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tk8t3ZY-q5_LapPm5JlQruj0FV1NTUUL/view


Go on a 

Scooter 
fact hunt

We’ve put together a toolkit of ideas to make 

your challenge week even more fun!

Bling your shoes, 

scooters and bikes to 

raise some money

Have a 

Clean Air 

picnic and 

dress up as 

a historical 

character

Hunt for 

some Basil 

boulders



Don’t forget – the more 

people that scoot, the  

more chance your school 
has of winning a prize! 

There’s even an 

adult scooter up 
for grabs!



Good luck everyone and

have fun scooting!


