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Travel Impacts of Lockdown

The UK Covid-19 lockdown has a had a significant impact on travel and transport 
use in Southampton.

Traffic levels are starting to change as lockdown measures are lifted:

 Traffic levels have increased by 13% compared to week two of lockdown; and

 Cycling and walking levels are still higher than pre-lockdown.



Green Transport Recovery Plan - Benefits
 Directions from DfT to support recovery

 Supporting the economic recovery with active travel at the front so car-
based travel, congestion and pollution do not return to pre-pandemic 
levels as people return to work and school;

 Supporting pupils and staff to travel to school safely by walking, scooting 
and cycling;

 Supporting social distancing and activity to overcome people’s anxiety and 
enhance their overall well-being;

 Continuing to lower air pollution and carbon emissions;

 Support people’s active and healthy lifestyles; and

 Provide opportunities to think creatively about public spaces to manage 
queueing and reallocate space to dining space, public art, activate new 
spaces, and working with community groups to re-design their local areas.



Transforming Cities

The GTRP provides an opportunity to trial 
measures developed identified in 
Connected Southampton and accelerate the 
delivery of several permanent TCF schemes, 
including:

 Cycle lanes along St Mary's Road, The 
Avenue and Dale Road;

 Active Travel Zone in St Denys';

 Bus lanes along Bitterne Road West and 
Millbrook Road West; and

 Multi-modal improvements through 
Portswood Road District Centre.



Temporary Measures 

Temporary measures to 
support social distancing 
and encouraging active 
travel include:

 Widened footways 
through road space 
reallocation and 
prefabricated platforms;

 Signing and lining to 
promote social 
distancing;

 Bus stop widening to 
allow extra queuing 
space



Temporary Measures 

Other measures, include:

 Modal filters to restrict 
access;

 'pop-up' mandatory cycle 
lanes;

 Additional cycle parking;

 Online cycle training;

 Expanded School Streets 
programme;

 District Centre schemes; and

 Additional tap-on, tap-off 
card readers on buses.



Funding

The temporary measures set out in the GTRP will be funded by an Emergency 
Active Travel grant issued by the DfT. This will support the delivery of 
emergency active travel measures during the pandemic and long-term 
projects.

Southampton will receive an indicative grant of £1.225 million.

Allocations are calculated by a formula based on census data covering the 
number of people aged 16 and over in employment, who use public transport 
as their usual method to travel to work.



First Schemes

Bassett Avenue-The Avenue Bus Stop Widening




